
COMPARE CONTRAST NOTES

This handout will help you first to determine whether a particular assignment is asking for comparison/contrast and then
to generate a list of similarities and.

The danger of this subject-by-subject organization is that your paper will simply be a list of points: a certain
number of points in my example, three about one subject, then a certain number of points about another. What
stands out most about each of them? What happened or changed during each? Suppose that you are writing a
paper comparing two novels. Here are some general questions about different types of things you might have
to compare. If you are a visual person, a Venn diagram can facilitate this process. This will make it easier to
structure a good argument. Both cities have thriving theater districts, but again, London wins this comparison,
too, both in quantity and quality of theater choices. The organizing strategy that you choose will depend on, as
always, your audience and your purpose. Simply create two overlapping circles, one for each of the topics that
you are comparing. Authored by: Anonymous. London, for example, has a history that dates back over two
thousand years. Again, thinking about the context the class provides may help you answer such questions and
make a stronger argument. Both cities are rich in world and national history, though they developed on very
different time lines. Washington, DC, on the other hand, has only formally existed since the late eighteenth
century. What conclusions do they offer? With regard to other cultural places like restaurants, pubs, and bars,
both cities are very comparable. What kinds of relationships did they have? What is their form? Perhaps the
most significant difference between the resident demographics is the racial makeup. There are two main ways
this might play out, depending on how much you have to say about each of the things you are comparing.
What matters to the argument you are going to make? The following words may be helpful to you in signaling
your intentions: like, similar to, also, unlike, similarly, in the same way, likewise, again, compared to, in
contrast, in like manner, contrasted with, on the contrary, however, although, yet, even though, still, but,
nevertheless, conversely, at the same time, regardless, despite, while, on the one hand â€¦ on the other hand.
Use phrases of comparison or phrases of contrast to signal to readers how exactly the two subjects are being
analyzed. What do these similarities and differences say about the topic? Even though both cities have
different histories, they have both held, and continue to hold, significant social influence in the economic and
cultural global spheres. You could write about one subject in detail, and then switch to the other. If you are
comparing and contrasting cats and dogs, use personal anecdotes about friends and their pets to bolster your
arguments. What caused events in these periods, and what consequences did they have later on? However, if
you were writing a paper for a class on typesetting or on how illustrations are used to enhance novels, the
typeface and presence or absence of illustrations might be absolutely critical to include in your final paper.
Organize by individual points, in which you discuss each subject in relation to each point. What kinds of
governments were there? Who created them? There are two main organizing strategies for
compare-and-contrast essays. What, if anything, are they known for? How broad is their scope? What kind of
evidence is usually offered for them? Our handout on Organization can help you write good topic sentences
and transitions and make sure that you have a good overall structure in place for your paper. The purpose of
writing a comparison or contrast essay is not to state the obvious but rather to illuminate subtle differences or
unexpected similarities between two subjects. Men usually have superior physical strength and technical
skills. Both cities share a very expensive cost of livingâ€”both in terms of housing and shopping.


