
COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT OF AN INFANT AND

Infants and toddlers usually follow predictable patterns in how they grow and learn. This lesson will help you understand
typical cognitive development, or how .

Recognize that children need different things from you as they move through the developmental stages.
Socializing agentsâ€”family members, peers, teachers, and the mediaâ€”teach children how to think and act in
socially acceptable ways. Babies don't think about behaving reflexively; they simply act out those reflexes
automatically. Fortunately, children are eager to learn right from the very beginning. Psycholinguists are
especially interested in three elements of language: content what is meant , form what is actually said , and use
how and to whom it is said. From the age of three to six months, infants begin to develop a stronger sense of
perception. Memory Central to early cognitive development is memory development. To learn more about the
mental processes of infants, researchers have come up with a number of creative tasks that reveal the inner
workings of the baby brain. These critics and others maintain that the stages of development described by
Piaget are not so distinct and clearly defined as Piaget originally indicated. Much of this research depends on
carefully observing when infants react as if events are unexpected. Yet such views may risk neglecting the
potential roles of perception, attention, learning, and experience in guiding social development. Singing and
reading to your baby. When facing a dilemma, as questions such as "What do you think would happen if
weâ€¦? While education will soon become an enormous part of a growing child's life, those earliest years are
mostly influenced by close family relationships, particularly those with parents and other caregivers. Babies
will begin to see that a pattern of events is connected, and begin to expect the second event after they
experience the first event. You should also allow your child to explore different ways of solving problems.
Cognitive development is a unique process and is specific to each infant, toddler, and family. By the end of the
first year, most babies are uttering single words. As they approach one year of age, most infants are able to:
Understand the concept of object permanence , the idea that an object continues to exist even though it cannot
be seen Imitate gestures and some basic actions Respond with gestures and sounds Like looking at picture
books Manipulate objects by turning them over, trying to put one object into another, etc. An infant's memory
is also central to cognitive development. Milestones Achieved searches for partly hidden object able to
coordinate looking, hearing and touching moves obstacle to get at desired toy bangs two hand held objects
together prefers certain foods responds to music with body motion responds to own name points to something
they want understands some things parent or familiar adults say to them drops object to be picked up
accomplishes simple goals smiles at image in the mirror enjoys playing with water shows interest in picture
books and listening to stories begins to understand gestures listens attentively to sound-making toys and music
notices difference explores objects in many different ways shaking, banging, throwing, dropping finds hidden
objects easily looks at correct picture when image is named imitates gestures Infants receive the same
information as everyone else but perceive it differently based on abilities, experiences and developmental
level. The child at this stage, for instance, uses words to refer to specific items, such as milk, dog, papa, or
mama. Psychologist Jean Piaget conducted experiments with infants which led him to conclude that this
awareness was typically achieved at eight to nine months of age. Psycholinguists, specialists in the study of
language, indicate that language is an outgrowth of children's ability to use symbols. As they observe things,
they begin to sort and categorize them into different categories, often referred to as schemas. At this age, most
babies begin to: Recognize familiar faces Respond to the facial expressions of other people Recognize and
react to familiar sounds Begin to imitate facial expressions From 6 to 9 Months Looking inside the mind of an
infant is no easy task. Parents can also pose their own questions to help kids become more creative problems
solvers. Cognitive Development for Infants and Toddlers Video not available Watch the range of cognitive
development from birth to age three. What do we know about cognitive development in infancy?


