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For almost two decades, teachers have looked to Reading, Writing, and Rising Up as a trusted text to integrate social
justice teaching in.

What societies really, ideally, want is a citizenry which will simply obey the rules of society. In the first
edition of the book, I separated out poetry into a chapter on its own. Through writing the college essay, I help
them tell the story of their lives so that scholarship committees and admission officers see the person behind
the numbers. My teaching has also changed in the nearly 20 years since this book was first published. Students
of color, immigrant students, poor students, linguistically diverse students, transgender, gay, and lesbian
students remain at the center of this emergency. This is the only way societies change. Out of this state of
reflection, a new edition of Reading, Writing, and Rising Up was born. I developed a unit on the politics of
language see Chapter 5 so that students in my English classes could understand the power of language to not
only shape our self-concept but to limit access to power. I wrote much of this new edition out of that return to
my teaching home. This chapter shows how portfolios allow students to appreciate their progress and notice
patterns in their workâ€”and offers teachers guidance on how to encourage rather than punish student writers.
Other changes in the book reflect similar shifts. Evocative new pieces of student essays, narrative, and poetry.
Many of my students do not perform well on standardized tests, and some live under the shadow of a low
GPA. I believe that writing is a basic skill that will help them both understand that emergency and work to
change it. As my city, neighborhood, and school became gentrified, I recognized a need to educate
studentsâ€”and myselfâ€”about the history of land theft that has stripped communities of color of wealth.
Teaching students to read and write the world continues to be a political act, especially for those of us who
have dropped the handcuffs of imposed curriculum and assessments. Today, Jefferson continues to reflect
national trends not only in education but also in urban landscapes chewed up by gentrification and in historic
Black and Brown communities pushed out of their homes. Instead, I retaught the entire unit and rewrote the
original article. The purpose of education, finally, is to create in a person the ability to look at the world for
himself, to make his own decisions â€¦ But no society is really anxious to have that kind of person around. I
have continued to teach, to question, to reflect, to revise, to come to new understandings. What role did the
classroom play in the second edition? I pulled what was one, single article on teaching college essays in the
first edition and devoted an entire chapter to the topic in the second see Chapter 7. This isolation did not
mirror my teaching practice, which embeds poetry in every unit. In my classroom, poetry is a way of building
community, discussing literature, history, and our lives, and even a formative assessment. I needed to see how
lessons resonated with students today versus students 20 years ago. Offering essays, teaching models, and a
remarkable collection of student writing, Christensen builds on her catalog of social justice scholarship with a
breathtaking set of tools and wisdom for teachers in the new millennium.


