
ROMEO AND MERCUTIO

Mercutio is a fictional character in William Shakespeare's tragedy, Romeo and Juliet. He is a close friend to Romeo and
a blood relative to Prince Escalus.

Interestingly, Shakespeare presents Tybalt as uncharacteristically wary in this scene. Similarly, when Mercutio
is killed by Tybalt, Romeo takes revenge on Tybalt. Many forms of love are incorporated throughout the play
and displayed through the relationships of different characters. He dies maintaining his freedom, and defying
death with a jest. With friendly gripe he seized fair Juliet's snowish hand â€” A gift he had that nature gave
him in his swathing-band, That frozen mountain ice was never half so cold As were his hands, though near the
fire he did them hold. As the play progresses, Mercutio remains unaware of Romeo's love and subsequent
marriage to Juliet. In the beginning of the play, he falls for Rosaline and tries in vain to catch her attention.
Mercutio's death creates sympathy for Romeo's enraged, emotional reaction in avenging his friend's death.
Although they are close friends, they have very different personalities. Shakespeare presents him as
instinctively aware of the tension and his reasonable voice worryingly foreshadows what is to come. One more
important but pitiful similarity is that they end up their life in tragedy. Two lovers, Romeo and Juliet, struggles
through many hardships to find a hope in their relationship, however, the feud between the two families have
cut their lives short and causes the death of many other people. Lloyd: Critical Essays on the Plays of
Shakespeare. Shakespeare presents the usually quick-tempered Tybalt as capable of both sensible and
honourable behaviour: characteristics we rarely associate with him. On the contrary, Mercutio is more
conscious about the possible risk of this love. Their friendship strengthens the choices made by the main
characters. Mercutio mocks Romeo's vision of love and the poetic devices he uses to express his emotions:
Romeo, Humors! Mercutio and Romeo still have similarities. To be made worm's meat of so stupidly, by a
villain that fights by the book of arithmetic, and through Romeo's awkwardness, is enough to make a man
impatient. But now, partly because his blood runs gladly, partly because the union of soul with Juliet has made
the whole world more real and substantial, and things have grown too solid and lasting to be disturbed by a
laugh, Romeo can contend in jest with Mercutio himself, and stretch his wit of cheveril 'from an inch narrow
to an ell broad.


