
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE GEOGRAPHY OF RANO KAU

Rano kau quite the same wikipedia just better. Orongo & rano kau half-day tour next, head to the 1,foot (m) rano kau, an
extinct volcano on the edge of.

Sophora toromiro was the only species of tree known on the island in historic times; it is now extinct in the
wild. The combination of humans cutting down palm trees and rats eating the palm seeds led to rapid
deforestation. Oral traditions show an obsession with cannibalism. We traversed the low-lying rolling green
island staying on well paved roads that mainly paralleled the jagged lava shoreline. Rapa Nui is only 25 km in
length and 12km across it is almost twice the size of Manhattan. The Rapanui name for Rapa Nui was Te pito
o te henua "The Navel of the World" due to its isolation, but this too seems to have been derived from another
location, possibly a Marquesan landmark. About moai are still standing. February is typically the hottest
month. It is currently the focus of numerous paleobotanical studies that are rapidly changing the understanding
of its native flora. Their numbers grew quickly. We will also see the kneeling Moai and the largest Moai ever
carved, but never moved, measuring at 90 feet tall. Paine, J. The first swimmer to return with an egg would be
named "Birdman of the year" and secure control over distribution of the island's resources for his clan for the
year. Scholars have long argued that Polynesian sailors may have reached the central-south coast of Chile. The
oldest is Poike, which erupted in two episodes, one 9 million years ago and the other 2. Since being allowed to
live free, the Rapanui have re-embraced their ancient culture, or what could be reconstructed of it. Courier
Forschungsinstitut Senckenberg, Frankfurt, Germany. Today, the island is almost completely grass-covered,
except for a few isolated stands of ornamental trees and shrubs. Over the next few days, we'll learn up close
about one of the most remote inhabited islands in the world, and it's fascinating civilization and breathtaking
landscapes. British Museum,  However, studies of fossil pollen and tree molds left in lava flows indicate that
the island was formerly forested, with a variety of trees, shrubs, ferns, and grasses comprising the original
moist broadleaf. After lunch, we visit Father Sebastian Englert Anthropological Museum dedicated to the
conservation of the Rapa Nui cultural patrimony. The tablets are covered with finely carved and stylized
figures, which seem to be a form of picture writing, known as Rongorongo. Politics Orthographic projection
centered on Easter Island. In the s, whalers looking for water and women, brought diseases , principally
venereal diseases. Changes in the Easter Island flora: Comments on selected families. Penguin Books,  It was
worth an inquiry. The opening of Mataveri International Airport near Hanga Roa brought increasing numbers
of tourists since the s. The function of the moai was to stand on an ahu as representatives of sacred chiefs and
gods. The last volcanic eruptions on Rapa Nui occurred about 13, years ago. The Great Spirit Meke-Meke is
represented by a bird-like animal as referred to in the description of sculptured rocks and paintings at Orongo.
Prepared by: Sandra Zicus. Springer-Verlag New York, Inc. The site of Orongo was included in the World
Monuments Watch by the World Monuments Fund , and listed again four years later, in  Dinner this evening
is at your leisure. Two Chilean ships had visited the island beginning in  The threat was soil erosion , caused
by rainfall and exacerbated by foot traffic. On your late arrival into Santiago, we will transfer you to our hotel
before your independent departure from Chile in the morning. However, present-day Polynesian archaeology
refutes any non-Polynesian influence on the island's prehistory, and the discussion of the subject has become
political. The tradition was still in existence at the time of first contact by Europeans but ended in  For
example, grazing by horses and other herbivores must be controlled before native species can regenerate. It is
composed of three main volcanic summits, Rano Kau, Poike, and Terevaka, as well as several smaller vents.


