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Some people often stated that media just provide an overall negative portrayal of religious minorities. Is it true? This is
also the main topic of this essay.

The most glaring example of this is his comparison between blacks and niggers, which he directs at the
non-black members of his audience. In addition, blacks were purposely portrayed in films with negative
stereotypes that reinforced white supremacy over blacks. Spiegel, 76â€” Only articles dealing with issues of
cultural diversity and media were included. We have come a long way since , when Sam Lucas was the first
black actor to have a lead role in a movie for his performance in Uncle Tom's Cabin. This issue has also been
raised by scholars working on colorblind ideology. Consequently, the content and portrayal of people on
television becomes extremely important as it is possible to heavily influence the thoughts and beliefs of a large
number of impressionable viewers most notably children who most often have no frame of reference. People
inherently cast people who look like them in professional roles and roles that are looked upon positively.
Discourse Analysis as Theory and Method. His first book was The Homesteader, and proved to be immensely
popular. These degrading stereotypes are reinforced and enhanced by the negative portrayal of blacks in the
media. Using alternatives to Western and Eurocentric approaches in media studies could help dismiss such a
vicious circle. The nation approach to culture is tightly related to essentialist views of culture in that it
provides a static and homogeneous picture of culture. Poirier, Sylvie. Campbell points to the report published
by the Kerner Commission in as the starting point in the research of race and the media. In contrast to Chris
Rocks humor which often demeans blacks, Eddie Murphy uses his position as a comedian and entertainer to
erase certain stereotypes and expose social problems. One aim of this literature review being to see what types
of issues were encompassed, it would have been detrimental to limit the search to certain journals. Sampson ;
1 The media sets the tone for the morals, values, and images of our culture. Jiwani, Yasmin. Chapter 3: Black
Entertainers During the early years of film and television, blacks struggled to be able to tell their own stories
because whites controlled the entertainment industry and chose what images of blacks to portray. Television
continues to promote social stereotypes even in this age of multiculturalism and diversity. These films targeted
young, urban blacks and encouraged them to stand up against their white oppressors during the Civil Rights
Movement by depicting acts of racism against them. Until this changes, the progress will remain slow and at
times non-existent. On many occasions, he presented controversial subjects, such as lynching, in his films.
Granted these are extremes, but without changes in the media there is the plausibility of such a disaster.
Introduction Throughout the 20th Century, minorities have made significant strides towards autonomy and
equality in American society. Television, in the past two decades, has made major gains in terms of casting
diversity and the portrayal of minorities in differing roles. In comparison, articles looking at representations of
women were found to use various trends of feminist theories such as standpoint theory, 37 postcolonial theory
38 and black feminism. In , the Hollywood movie studios announced that they would stop the casting of
Stepin Fetchit characters in future films because they did not want to risk offending blacks. The imbalance in
such representations is problematic in that it reproduces stereotypical representations of minorities even
though most studies intend to deconstruct them. As in any industry, the bottom line is money. Instead, white
actors and actresses were hired to portray the characters while in "blackface. African American athletes are not
that different from white athletes; however, media portrays a bad image of them for some unknown reasons. In
that department, which monitors, writes about and broadcasts news across the globe, only 16 were
African-American, 8 were Latino and 6 were Asian. This was the case even for strongly situated studies that
focused on particular cultures and were published in specific journals. While Rock's intentions may be to
explain that not all Blacks fit the stereotype, he only really succeeds in strengthening the stereotypes. Ricky's
brother, Doughboy, is a more stereotypical black urban character because of his criminal history, but he
redeems himself through his devotion to his brother and his future. Rock even rejects the popular black
sentiment that that the media is to blame for many of the negative stereotypes associated with black people.
Researchers consistently point to a pattern of news selection and coverage that represents the views and values
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of the homogenous world of journalists.


