
PERSUASIVE ESSAY GRAPHIC ORGANIZER READ WRITE THINK

The Persuasion Map is an interactive graphic organizer that enables students to map out their arguments for a
persuasive essay or debate.

As an additional follow-up, students can view and read advertisements, newspaper editorials, and other text
that contain propaganda to search for use of the examples on the class list and to add additional ones.
Challenge students to differentiate fact and opinion from an article. Here are some ways you can help your
students master persuasive writing: Have students listen to and analyze various persuasive speeches and
writings in the media e. Issues such as adding bike paths or improving parks might be interesting for the
students to follow. After they have completed their maps, have students read them to the class without
identifying the intended audience. If students sense that voicing their opinions may lead to change, it can
motivate them to formulate effective arguments for their positions and propose possible solutions. Finally, as a
class, compare and contrast the language and words used for each intended audience. Examples of persuasion
surround our lives, and the ability to persuade others is a powerful asset. The interactive Persuasion Map
provides a framework to help students organize their ideas before writing. We can persuade people to act in
our favor, help them to see our point of view, and sway their opinion to that of our own. Propaganda is a form
of persuasion that uses deceptive language to exaggerate, distort, or conceal information. Vary the types of
assignments you give to meet the different learning needs, styles, and interests of your students. Use the Fact
vs. The power of persuasion is far reaching, and it is a technique that students will use throughout their lives.
Find authentic opportunities for students to write persuasive letters to family or community, speeches,
classified advertisements, and other persuasive pieces. Opinion handout from Education Oasis to reinforce this
concept. Or students might write to their school librarian and try to convince him or her to purchase something
in particular for the library. This improves critical reading and thinking skills. Break down the elements of a
persuasive speech or piece of writing: an introduction that states the position clearly, at least three pieces of
evidence to support the position, and a conclusion that restates the topic and summarizes the main points.
Have students complete two maps based on the same goal but with two different targeted audiences in mind.
Before your students use this tool independently, model its use for them. Students can mention these different
beliefs toward the beginning of their writing piece before they make their own argument. Challenge students
to address what people currently believe about the issue so that they can convince them to change through
counterarguments. Start by discussing short examples to see if students understand the difference. Attention to
audience is an essential element of effective persuasion. Ask the rest of the class to determine the intended
audience and identify the specific clues that prompted their deductions. Encourage students to participate in
online role-play, respond to YouTube videos or blogs, or create their own websites as ways for students to
debate a real issue with a broader audience.


