
OF MICE AND MEN POSITION PAPER

Of Mice and Men Position Paper The capital punishment of being put to death requires a very serious crime to be
brought into effect; one of these crimes would .

Her death is hardly poignant - and indeed, her corpse is praised more in death than she was in life. These
scenarios in John Steinbeck's Of Mice and Men illustrate the need and desire for companionship in life. A guy
needs somebody-to be near him. During the American Depression, George and Lennie are employees on a
farm in California where they meet Crooks a discriminated stable buck They got no family. This dream, of
course, does not come to fruition, and indeed Steinbeck seems to have designed his bleak world to preclude
the possibility of escape from the cycles of loneliness and hollow companionship whether found in drink, in
prostitutes, in gambling that come with financial hardship and dislocation. When, in the end, he is effectively
euthanized by George, we see that even his friend and companion has accepted that Lennie, like Candy's dog,
is better off dead. The very names of these characters allude to characteristics that serve to reflect or refract the
psychological profiles and relationships of Lennie and George. What clues does Steinbeck write about for the
main events in the novel Candy says that he wears one glove "fulla vaseline" and adds, "Curley says he's
keepin' that hand soft for his wife"  He usta like to hear about it so much I got to thinking maybe we would. Be
sure to note the characteristics that these minor characters share with Lennie and George namely, loneliness ,
but characteristics that may differ, too. They argued that the rise of industrial economy corresponds to a loss of
contact with the natural processes of life. Their talk about raising cows and drinking their milk, about planting
and tending a vegetable garden, contrasts starkly with their actual diet - cans of beans with if they're lucky
ketchup. Lennie never means to be mean - he never means much at all. The relegation of these men to such
unrewarding jobs may be cruel, Steinbeck suggests, but so is life. George is small, wise and witty but he is
very short tempered. One of the themes of Of Mice and Men is that men fear loneliness, that they need
someone to be with and to talk to who will offer understanding and companionship Her status, between
domesticity and prostitution, makes her extremely problematic in the novel, a source of anxiety and unrest.
Curley, in other words, is small not in size alone, but also in his petty actions. But the novel applies this rule to
the characters in terms of each character 's social and economic lives. He cannot think ahead, nor can he learn
from his past actions - he is stuck in a constant present with the childish exception of the dream of the rabbits ,
petting pretty things as he finds them and obeying orders as he receives them. When he turned four he was
given a pony this was the inspiration for his later series of stories the red pony A murder is a murder no matter
what the circumstances may be and this is why George is guilty. Most of Steinbeck 's novels have a central
theme focusing on the relationship between man and his environment. Rather than wasting their earnings, they
try to save it in the hope of buying a place of their own She made the choice to marry a tyrant of a man and is
now forced to live with the consequences of her decisions. The first night they were in town, George tells
Lennie to go to a certain spot if anything bad happens. Lennie is a mentally unstable yet a delicate, large man;
while George is a small and quick man that takes care of Lennie. Later in the same conversation we hear of a
second association with Curley's hands. The American Dream is an ideal, a hope that has been central to
American culture since the formation of the country The one major female character in the novel, who is not
even given a name of her own, does not fit neatly into either category. I think I knowed we'd never do her.
This symbolism is reinforced when Curley's wife appears to find the big man's defeat of her husband alluring -
"I like machines"  George expresses respect for only two sorts of women in the novel - on the one hand, the
maternal figure represented by Aunt Clara , whose charge to take care of Lennie he has taken on as a
responsibility; on the other hand, George respects prostitutes. Not until later does this little detail take on a
richer significance - rabbits, we learn, represent for Lennie and George, to a lesser extent the dream of
obtaining a farm of their own and living "off the fatta the lan'"  George immediately knows that Lennie
commited the killing, so he goes back into the bunkhouse to make it look like he had no clue what happened.
Many times people find themselves in situations that they do not want to be in because of their friends. He
lacks a basic sense of right and wrong, fails to control his dangerous physical power, and cannot look after
himself. Thus, with this association in place, it's clear why Curley is so humiliated following his fight with
Lennie.


