
A DESCRIPTION OF A STREETCAR NAMED DESIRE

A Streetcar Named Desire is a play written by Tennessee Williams that opened on Broadway on December 3, The play
dramatises the life of Blanche.

She doesn't understand how Stella, who is expecting her first child, could have picked a husband so lacking in
refinement. That night, Blanche packs and drinks. Blanche has been drinking rather heavily. She tells Mitch
about her past life, how once she was married to a young boy whom she later discovered with an older man.
Weeks later, at another poker game at the Kowalski apartment, Stella and her neighbor, Eunice, are packing
Blanche's belongings. Mid-fight, she tells him to take her to the hospital - the baby is coming. While Blanche
is alone in the apartment one evening, waiting for Mitch to pick her up for a date, a teenage boy comes by to
collect money for the newspaper. She allows him to lead her away and does not look back or say goodbye as
she goes. While Mitch is in the second room talking to Blanche, Stanley becomes angry over a series of
incidents, especially when Blanche turns on the radio. When the attendant arrives, she doesn't recognize him
and tries to run away. Stella erupts in anger over Stanley's cruelty after he states that he has also told Mitch
about the rumors, but the fight is cut short as she goes into labor and is sent to the hospital. Even the army had
referred to Blanche as being out-of-bounds. The women go to their upstairs neighbors' apartment, but soon
Stella returns to Stanley. At first she tries to deny it, but then she confesses that after the death of her young
husband, nothing but intimacies with strangers seemed to have any meaning for her. Soon after her arrival at
the Kowalskis, Blanche starts to date Mitch, one of Stanley's friends and coworkers who is a little softer
around the edges than most of Stanley's friends. Blanche has hope in Mitch, and tells Stella that she wants to
go away with him and not be anyone's problem. While they chat, Blanche reveals that she was married once,
but her husband died. Her numerous amorous encounters destroyed her reputation in Laurel, leading to the
loss of her job as a high school English teacher and her near-expulsion from town. The birthday dinner comes
and goes, but Mitch never arrives. Beyond finding Blanche's delicate hoidy-toidy act as putting on airs,
Stanley, a plant worker, believes she may really have sold Belle Reve and is withholding Stella's fair share of
the proceeds from them. Blanche tells Stella that she has taken a leave of absence from her English-teaching
position because of her nerves which is later revealed to be a lie. Stanley finds her fear amusing, but then
attacks and rapes her. The next morning, Blanche waits for Stanley to leave and then comes downstairs to her
sister. Since then, Blanche has been haunted by his death made clear to the audience by the repeated use of the
polka song that was playing when he committed suicide. Their chat becomes flirtatious and friendly, and
Blanche easily charms him; they like each other. The following night Stella and Blanche plan to have dinner
out and go to a movie while Stanley plays poker with his friends. She is visibly dismayed. When the doctor
helps Blanche up, she goes willingly with him, saying: "Whoever you are â€” I have always depended on the
kindness of strangers. Stella and Blanche return home at about 2 a. While a neighbor goes to find Stella,
Blanche looks around the apartment for a drink. In an episode of Malcolm in the Middle , Krelboynes act out
scenes from the movie with puppet dolls. When the next scene begins, about one month has passed. When
Mitch -- a card-playing buddy of Stanley's -- arrives on the scene, Blanche begins to see a way out of her
predicament. When Blanche and Mitch return from their date, Blanche explains to Mitch how much Stanley
apparently hates her. They are opposing camps and Stella is caught in no-man's-land.


