
HITLERTHE GREAT DICTATOR

The Great Dictator is a American political satire comedy-drama film written, directed, . Hynkel is the Dictator of Tomainia
(a parody of Germany and Adolf Hitler) and attacks the Jews with his storm troopers. He has Schultz arrested and .

Rumour had it that the creator of the Tramp had decided to make his first talking film. Vance writes,
"Chaplin's The Great Dictator survives as a masterful integration of comedy, politics and satire. The Third
Reich 's repressive nature and militarist tendencies were well-known at the time. Commenting on this, Lutz
Peter Koepnick writes in , How can Wagner at once help emphasize a progressivist vision of human
individualism and a fascist preview of absolute domination? Chaplin and Meredith Willson composed the
music. His native country, England, had declared war at the beginning of September , but the United States,
where he had been living as a permanent resident â€” but British citizen â€” since , had resolved to keep out of
the conflict that was to bathe the Old Continent in blood. He finished filming almost six months later. Like
Adorno , Chaplin understands Wagner as a signifier of both: the birth of fascism out of the spirit of the total
work of art, and the origin of mass culture out of the spirit of the most arduous aesthetic program of the 19th
century. Willson later wrote, "by dumb luck we had managed to catch every movement, and that was the first
and only 'take' made of the scene, the one used in the finished picture". Although [Chaplin] exposes the
puzzling modernity of Nazi politics, Chaplin is unwilling to write off either Wagner or industrial culture. The
film was well received in the United States at the time of its release, and was popular with the American
public. Paulette Goddard and Chaplin in The Great Dictator In the autumn of , when the Munich Agreement
was being signed in Europe, Charles Chapin was putting the finishing touches to the first draft of a script
written in the greatest secrecy. The historical circumstances in which he had found himself during those two
years were quite extraordinary. The Great Dictator does feature several scenes without dialogue more in
keeping with Chaplin's earlier films. One was to make millions weep, while the other was to set the whole
world laughing. However, in the majority of his so-called tramp films, he was not literally playing a tramp.
The Great Dictator, Getting Charlie to speak also meant putting to death this character that had made his
creator famous and taking the risk of exposing himself without a mask. The TV documentary on the making of
the film, The Tramp and the Dictator, [18] presented newly discovered footage of the film production shot by
Chaplin's elder half-brother Sydney which showed Chaplin's initial attempts at the film's ending, filmed before
the fall of France. There is no critical consensus on the relationship between Chaplin's earlier Tramp character
and the film's Jewish barber, but the trend is to view the barber as a variation on the theme. Resenting his style
of comedy, they published a book titled The Jews Are Looking at You , describing the comedian as "a
disgusting Jewish acrobat" although Chaplin was not Jewish. Moreover, it was said that he would be playing
the part of a character inspired by Adolf Hitler. But Chaplin later said that he would not have made the film
had he known of the true extent of the Nazis' crimes. I got the screen credit for The Great Dictator music
score, but the best parts of it were all Chaplin's ideas, like using the Lohengrin "Prelude" in the famous
balloon-dance scene. Chaplin may have created a new character from the old, but he nonetheless counted on
the Charlie person to bring audiences into the theaters for his first foray into sound, and his boldest political
statement to date. The tyrant and the tramp reverse roles in The Great Dictator, permitting the eternal outsider
to address the masses". Don't kid yourself about that one. Chaplin decided to record the run-through in case
anything was usable.


