
AN ANALYSIS OF THE FOILS OF HAMLET

Learn about foils in Hamlet. A foil is a character who sets off another person by being a contrast to .. Every character is
worthy of analysis.

He is not Claudius. However, they go about doing so differently. Hamlet is a well-educated and moral man.
Any type of essay. The killer is Young Hamlet. Clearly, Fortinbras and Laertes both play foils to Hamlet. For
example, Ophelia's apparently genuine madness is a foil for Hamlet's supposedly feigned 'antic disposition'.
Hamlet is a scholar; a philosopher. On the other hand, Hamlet achieved his plot of revenge when he killed the
king, but was killed himself shortly afterwards. Young Fortinbras finds himself in a very similar situation to
that of Prince Hamlet. Is that fair? He is careful not to act rashly. Probably not. Finally, Hamlet, Laertes, and
Fortinbras are all in a position to seek revenge for the murders of their fathers, and their situations are deeply
intertwined. Study Questions 1 Shakespeare includes characters in Hamlet who are obvious foils for Hamlet,
including, most obviously, Horatio, Fortinbras, Claudius, and Laertes. The parallels are by no means perfect,
but the mirroring structure can raise questions about the universality of the kinds of relationships the play
depicts. Fortinbras however, is both quick and rational. He is a scholar, and would prefer to spend his time in
Wittenberg, rather than at court, but may not go because the king wishes it that way. Laertes and Fortinbras
both share one thing in common: quick action. He keeps his plot for revenge a secret from the rest of the
castle. Why or why not? He is supported or schemed against by a variety of characters, many of who act as a
character foil to Hamlet. That is what Claudius did. Though, if Hamlet had not hesitated he would not have
died after killing the king. There are two characters in the play who are obvious foils for Hamlet. However, we
do see that in anger both Laertes and Hamlet can be very rash and impulsive and bring problems upon
themselves. Their uncles have taken over the kingdoms. Another foil that Hamlet and Laertes have is their
love for Ophelia. Well, everyone needs a goal. Thus the audience would note how Hamlet shows particular
aspects of his own character and personality by behaving differently from others in a similar situation. When
Horatio sees the Ghost he initially doubts its existence but when does belief it is truly there he logically goes
to inform Hamlet immediately.


