
AN ANALYSIS OF THE VIEWS OF DIFFERENT GROUPS IN THE SUBJECT

OF ABORTION

The abortion debate is the ongoing controversy surrounding the moral, legal, and religious . It is the dimension present
whenever the Court's interpretation of the Constitution The effect on crime of legalized abortion is a subject of
controversy , with proponents .. These views can often be in direct opposition to each other.

What could these relevant features look like? Personhood What does it mean to claim that a human life form is
a person? Abortion and embodiment. He is a regular Irish Times columnist and blogs at www. Second, what
other circumstances concerning the pregnancy e. I conclude the article by suggesting that phenomenology can
help us to negotiate an upper time limit for legal abortion in absence of indications of medical defects.
Stocksfield: Acumen Publishing;  The foetus can feel pain One of the most inflammatory arguments against
abortion is rooted in the assertion that the foetus can feel pain, and that termination is therefore a brutal affair.
To do a phenomenological-ethical analysis of abortion is not the same thing as writing a law text proposal.
Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press;  We already saw that the first order reasons are able to justify an
abortion while the second order reasons are less able to do so. It should be added that Benn - despite his
criticism on the argument of potential rights - also claims that there are valid considerations which do not refer
to the talk of rights and may provide plausible reasons against infanticide and late abortions even when fetuses
and newborns are lawless beings with no personhood. But despite the science simply not supporting the
assertions of the anti-abortion brigade, the myth persists. As a consequence there is no scientific consensus on
the issue, but week 22 appears to be a good estimation Bellieni  To my knowledge very few phenomenologists
have directed their attention toward this issue but see Mumford , although quite a few have, indeed, strived to
better understand and articulate the closely related themes of pregnancy and birth, most often in the context of
feminist philosophy Adams and Lundquist ; Bornemark and Smith ; Diprose ; Toledano ; Young  It is hard to
keep the legal and moral aspects of the conflict of abortion apart. However, replacing early ultrasound
scanning for DS with NIPT only, would have one significant advantage in light of the phenomenological
argument about abortion developed above. If the life of the woman is threatened by the pregnancy, this
overtrumps the perspective of the appearing, or even feeling foetus, as the foetus is not a person, but only a
person in potential being. To force her at the risk of her life means to force her to give up her right of
self-defense and her right to live. Whereas countries that adopt stricter limitationsâ€”France, Finland,
Denmark, Belgium, Portugal, Vietnam, to offer some examplesâ€”do so not on grounds of embryo rights, but,
nevertheless, according to the perspective of the growing embryoâ€”foetus see my introduction to abortion
ethics above. Law and bioethics. Cambridge Mass: Cambridge University Press;  Legal or clinical mandates
for interventions to prevent such pain are scientifically unsound and may expose women to inappropriate
interventions, risks, and distress. Sharing the embodied experience of pregnancy. Being and nothingness: a
phenomenological essay on ontology. Diagnostic technologies, such as ultrasound imaging and various forms
of genetic tests, do not only make it possible to abstain from having children who will suffer considerably
more painful and alienated lives than normal, they also change the experience of pregnancy as such. The moral
judgment can be enforced through legal norms see below. There seems to be no good reason to suspend her
basic right of self-defense. This undertaking is intended to advance more than just an academic discussion,
however. However, let us take the following description for granted: There is a legal community in which the
members are legal entities with legal claims and legal addressees with legal obligations. From the perspective
of the doctors, nurses and midwifes, this is considered a good thing, since they think it makes it easier for the
woman to embrace the pregnancy and take good care of the foetus. Iris Marion Young, who published her
classic piece on the phenomenology of pregnancy already in , argues that the experiences of pregnancy,
including quickening, are not alienating in themselves Young 


