
ART IN YORUBA

The Yoruba of West Africa are responsible for one of the finest artistic traditions in Africa, a tradition that remains vital
and influential today. Much of the art of the.

Ife head, terracotta , probably 12â€”14th centuries; height:  Political Systems The political and social systems
vary greatly in different regions, and allegiance is uniformly paid to the large urban center in the area, rather
than to a singular centralized authority. History The oral history of the Yoruba describes an origin myth,
which tells of God lowering a chain at Ile-Ife, down which came Oduduwa, the ancestor of all people, bringing
with him a cock, some earth, and a palm kernel. Likewise, the head is the most prominent part of Yoruba
sculpture. History[ edit ] Abundant natural resources enabled the Yoruba to develop one of the most complex
cultures in sub-Saharan Africa. The Yoruba Studies Program fosters an understanding of Yoruba politics,
aesthetics, and spiritual cosmology that is diasporic in focus. An analysis of Yoruba ontology reveals that the
Yoruba regard the head as the locus of the ase of Olodumare. Expansion of the kingdom is associated with the
acquisition of the horse. These are planted in a three-year rotational system, alternating with cassava and a
year of diverse crops including maize, peanuts, cotton, and beans. When Dr. Religion The Yoruba claim that
they have deities; in truth, there are more than these. Head, probably of a king; 12thth century; terracotta; 
Egungun maskers appear at funerals and are believed to embody the spirit of the deceased person. Today, it is
customary for the Yoruba to wish pregnant women good luck with the greeting: May Obatala fashion for us a
good work of art. Economy Historically, the Yoruba were primarily farmers, growing cocoa and yams as cash
crops. Yoruba deities are known as orisha, and the high god is Olorun. These groups were concerned about the
absence of instruction in indigenous African languages at UT. The ASA students circulated petitions,
consulted with faculty, met with administrators and, as a result of their hard work, the Yoruba Studies
Program was born in  Babatunde Lawal identifies three different modes of representing the head in Yoruba
sculpture: "the naturalistic, which refers to the external, or physical head ori ode ; the stylized, which hints at
the inner, or spiritual, head ori inu ; and the abstract, which symbolizes the primeval material oke ipori of
which the inner head was made. Keep up-to-date with Warfield Center events through Facebook , Twitter ,
and this website in order to stay connected to the Yoruba world as promoted by Black Studies! Yoruba
kingdoms prospered until the slave trade and warfare of the nineteenth century took their toll. The Yoruba
believe that when they die they enter the realm of the ancestors where they still have influence on earth. Moyo
Okediji who teaches Yoruba visual aesthetics, and Dr. These diasporic areas are positioned as integral
components of any contemporary understanding of Yoruba reality. In the late s, with the help of a British
mediator, a treaty was signed between the various warring factions. One of the effects of this devastation was
the dispersal of millions of Yoruba all over the world. Title associations, such as the Ogboni, play an
important role in assigning and balancing power within the cities. No organized priesthoods or shrines exist in
honor of Olorun, but his spirit is invoked to ask for blessings and to confer thanks. The empire of Oyo arose at
the end of the 15th century aided by Portuguese guns. Yorubaland is characterized by numerous densely
populated urban centers with surrounding fields for farming. At the end of the 18th century civil war broke out
at Oyo, the rebels called for assistance to the Fulani, but the latter ended up conquering all of Oyo by the s.
Beautiful sculpture abounds in wood and brass and the occasional terracotta. Annual homage is paid to the
grave sites of ones' forbears, and lineage heads are responsible for honoring all deceased members of the
lineage through a yearly sacrifice. At the end of this three-year cycle the land is left fallow, sometimes for
seven years. This resulted in a strong Yoruba character in the artistic, religious and social lives of Africans in
the New World. More often than not, the African sculptor becomes virtually irrelevant to the life of the art
object once his work is complete Christopher Adejumo, Dr. Facts about Yoruba. Mosadomi have been joined
by additional Yoruba Studies faculty, including Dr.


