
WRITING A THESIS STATEMENT FOR LITERARY ANALYSIS

SAMPLE THESIS STATEMENTS. These sample thesis statements are provided as guides, not as required forms or
prescriptions.

Be very specific by listing the symbols you will discuss. Please do not use this list as a model for the format of
your own reference list, as it may not match the citation style you are using. New York: Pearson,  Make sure
that the topic expresses an interpretation about the work. Now you have a working thesis! In title of work ,
author uses an important part of work as a unifying device for one element , another element , and another
element. Introduction Writing in college often takes the form of persuasionâ€”convincing others that you have
an interesting, logical point of view on the subject you are studying. Use guidelines that your instructor has
given you to do this. Bean, and June Johnson. This weak thesis restates the question without providing any
additional information. Is my thesis statement specific enough? Anson, Chris M. Included in this working
thesis is a reason for the war and some idea of how the two sides disagreed over this reason. A literary analysis
essay discusses a particular aspect of a work of literature. Both the argument and your thesis are likely to need
adjustment along the way. Photo Credits Books image by explicitly from Fotolia. The assignment may not
explicitly state that you need a thesis statement because your instructor may assume you will include one.
What does it signify? In title of work , author uses one aspect to define, strengthen, illustrate the element of
work. Do any symbols or themes stand out? Now you write: In Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain develops a
contrast between life on the river and life on the shore. Write the Thesis Write one sentence that expresses the
aspect of the literary analysis that you are discussing and your interpretation of it. The Scott, Foresman
Handbook for Writers. You are asked to convince your reader of your point of view. How important is the
setting? You persuade your roommate to clean up, your parents to let you borrow the car, your friend to vote
for your favorite candidate or policy. Critical thinking about the work at this stage will help you choose a topic
and form an interpretation. Of course, for the essay itself to be successful, you must now present evidence
from the novel that will convince the reader of your interpretation. How do I know if my thesis is strong? To
make the thesis more concise, pick just a few. Eventually you will be able to clarify for yourself, and then for
the reader, why this contrast matters. Have I taken a position that others might challenge or oppose? The
following thesis is not a good one because it does not attempt to advance knowledge and it simply states a
fact: "Emily killed Homer and kept his body for years. In title of work , author uses literary device to
accomplish, develop, illustrate, strengthen element of work. Keep in mind that this is one of many possible
interpretations of the Civil Warâ€”it is not the one and only right answer to the question. Does my essay
support my thesis specifically and without wandering?


