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In turn, the Enlightenment ideals of liberty, equality, and justice helped to create into branches of government not unlike
the system Americans would later adopt. influenced Thomas Jefferson as he drafted the Declaration of Independence.
of the philosophes, whose ideas influenced the shaping of the new country.

He who denies to another this right, makes a slave of himself to his present opinion, because he precludes
himself the right of changing it. Author Information. Rather than fight members of the Catholic faith with
violence and intolerance, most deists resorted to the use of tamer weapons such as humor and mockery. Wood,
Gordon. Princeton: Princeton University Press,  Revealing the Enlightenment theme of conservatism, Adams
criticized the notion of unrestricted popular rule or pure democracy in the Discourses. He believed strongly
that people of all faiths â€” Christian, Jewish, Muslim, or faiths practiced by Indians â€” should be allowed to
follow their own consciences without any outside interference whatsoever. Since humans are always desirous
of increasing their personal power and reputation, all the while making invidious comparisons, government
must be designed to constrain the effects of these passionate tendencies. Another way that the Enlightenment
helped to shape the colonies was in terms of religion. In his Autobiography, he extolled the virtues of thrift,
industry and money-making or acquisitiveness. Influence of the Enlightenment on American History Essay
Influence of the Enlightenment on American History Essay Words 4 Pages Show More It was during and after
the American Revolution that many of the main ideas of the Enlightenment were used as the guidelines to help
influence things such as the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution. The year saw the beginning of
the French Revolution. Franklin was a staunch defender of federalism, a critic of narrow parochialism, a
visionary leader in world politics and a strong advocate of religious liberty. Ferguson, Robert A. Historians do
not necessarily cut off historic periods strictly by dates, and the portion of the 18th century known as the Age
of Reason generally refers to the period from through  Whatever happened within the structure of a church
should have nothing to do with the business of the state. The most formidable weapon against errors of every
kind is Reason. Liberals also preferred rational argumentation and free exchange of ideas to the uncritical of
religious doctrine or governmental mandates. This is where the term "innocent until proven guilty" comes
from. However, if the state reneged on the social contract by failing to protect those natural rights, then the
people had a right to revolt and form a new government. Deism European Enlightenment thinkers conceived
tradition, custom and prejudice Vorurteil as barriers to gaining true knowledge of the universal laws of nature.
Encyclopedia of the Enlightenment. It reflected their belief that hatred or fear of other races and creeds
interfered with economic trade, extinguished freedom of thought and expression, eroded the basis for
friendship among nations and led to persecution and war. Instead of being tied to one religious authority, there
were many choices in the colonies and people had a right to choose how to establish and maintain their
connection to God. American thinkers inherited this principle of tolerant pluralism from their European
Enlightenment forebearers. A nation in which individualism, self-reliance, and freedom from tight government
control were normal, enlightened political thought such as Republicanism found fertile ground in which to
develop. Enlightenment concepts such as freedom from oppression, natural rights, and new ways of thinking
about governmental structure made up the foundations for colonial America. Inspired by the Scottish
Enlightenment thinkers John Knox and George Buchanan, American Calvinists created open, friendly and
tolerant institutions such as the secular public school and democratically organized religion which became the
Presbyterian Church. Enlightenment Age Thinking The pre- and post-revolutionary era in American history
generated propitious conditions for Enlightenment thought to thrive on an order comparable to that witnessed
in the European Enlightenments. Kramnick, Isaac. Once introduced, elections ceased in the North American
colonies, British subjects felt enslaved and revolution became inevitable. Israel, Jonathan. Rather than a
radical or revolutionary doctrine, liberalism was rooted in the commercial harmony and tolerant Protestantism
embraced by merchants in Northern Europe, particularly Holland and England. In that regard he was truly a
man ahead of his time, and enlightened thinker who lived a century ahead of the time when ideas such as his
would become acceptable if not commonplace. The Enlightenment in America. And while imperfectly done,
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for it did not address the terrible problem of slavery, the American Revolution was an enlightened concept of
government whose most profound documents may have been the American Declaration of Independence and
United States Constitution. In this way, liberal thinking was anti-authoritarian.


