
HOW DOES A LITERATURE REVIEW HELP IN SELECTING A RESEARCH

QUESTION

Literature reviews are designed to provide an overview of sources you have in a way that informs how you are planning
to investigate a research problem. . The theoretical literature review helps to establish what theories . Select only the
most important points in each source to highlight in the review.

How have they used non-textual elements [e. What new insight will you draw from the literature? What types
of sources should I review books, journal articles, websites; scholarly versus popular sources? The type of
information you choose to mention should relate directly to the research problem, whether it is thematic,
methodological, or chronological. University of Canberra. Mind Mup Develop a Research Question Before
you can begin your literature review, you will need to select a topic. Onwuegbuzie, Anthony J. Consider
related concepts. The body of literature includes all studies that address related or identical hypotheses or
research problems. Give your interpretation of how and why certain developments occurred. Finally, write
down your topic in a statement form. Methodological If you draw your sources from different disciplines or
fields that use a variety of research methods , you might want to compare the results and conclusions that
emerge from different approaches. Start asking questions. Review the abstracts of research studies carefully.
What type of resources will you consult? Take advantage of their expertise and see what discipline-specific
search strategies they recommend! Note however that more authentic thematic reviews tend to break away
from chronological order. What are the key theories, models and methods? With so much research available
on any given topic, research questions must be as clear as possible in order to be effective in helping the writer
direct his or her research. The clearer version specifies sites MySpace and Facebook , the type of potential
harm privacy issues , and who may be experiencing that harm users. The more complex version is written in
two parts; it is thought provoking and requires both significant investigation and evaluation from the writer.
Systematic Approaches to a Successful Literature Review. Baumeister, Roy F. It is helpful to think about your
research topic as a question. Following Cronon, the racial and class politics of wilderness preservation was a
theme taken up by several scholars in the late s and early s, who researched the material effects of
conservation politics on indigenous and rural Americans Catton ; Spence ; Jacoby  Other Sections of Your
Literature Review Once you've decided on the organizational method for your literature review, the sections
you need to include in the paper should be easy to figure out because they arise from your organizational
strategy. Pivotal publications: are there any influential theories or studies that changed the direction of the
field? Does the research seem to be complete? It is important to keep track of your sources with citations to
avoid plagiarism. What are the strengths and weaknesses of the research? Related items that provide additional
information but that are not key to understanding the research problem can be included in a list of further
readings. Themes: what questions or concepts recur across the literature?


