
AN OVERVIEW OF THE FIELD OF ANTHROPOLOGY

Overview of Anthropology/ Anthropology is a study of human diversity. together the four fields of cultural anthropology,
archaeology, biological anthropology.

Anthropologists tend to be Africanists, Europeanists, Melanesianists, or members of other region-based
categories. When culture is everywhere: reflections on a favorite concept. Long after natural history, moral
philosophy, philology, and political economy have dissolved into their specialized successors, it has remained
a diffuse assemblage of ethnology, human biology, comparative linguistics, and prehistory, held together
mainly by the vested interests, sunk costs, and administrative habits of academia, and by a romantic image of
comprehensive scholarship. Gingrich, A. Anthropologists contribute significantly to interdisciplinary fields
such as international studies and ethnic and gender studies, and some work in academic research centers. This
hormone is produced by the adrenal glands that sit on top of the kidneys. For example, the World Council of
Anthropological Associations WCAA , "a network of national, regional and international associations that
aims to promote worldwide communication and cooperation in anthropology", currently contains members
from about three dozen nations. Some focus on the nature of human biology in order to understand how we
adapt to different environmental conditions and how we vary as a species. Like other areas of anthropology,
archaeologists are concerned with explaining differences and similarities in human societies across space and
time. In the explorer Richard Francis Burton and the speech therapist James Hunt broke away from the
Ethnological Society of London to form the Anthropological Society of London , which henceforward would
follow the path of the new anthropology rather than just ethnology. Marcus, G. By the American Association
for the Advancement of Science was able to report that 48 educational institutions in 13 countries had some
curriculum in anthropology. On the other hand, fields in the present-day world may involve other kinds of data
than those of classic anthropology â€” more media use, for example. The study of kinship and social
organization is a central focus of sociocultural anthropology, as kinship is a human universal. Anthropologists
also compare humans with other animals most often, other primates like monkeys and chimpanzees to see
what we have in common with them and what makes us unique. Within the university, they teach
undergraduate and graduate anthropology, and many offer anthropology courses in other departments and
professional schools such as business, education, design, and public health. The exotic may be just around the
corner. Vermeulen, H. Locating the Field. Insofar as it has to take into account the biological givens of human
thought and action, and inquires into the interactions of humankind with its natural environment, it reaches
into the natural sciences as well. The broken pots and other artifacts of ancient people that they uncover are
only material remains that reflect cultural patterns--they are things that were made and used through cultural
knowledge and skills. However, theories are not considered unchallengeable. In recent times, particularly in
the United States, there has also been considerable debate over the uses of anthropological expertise in
contexts of war and other international conflict Kelly et al. For instance, we have learned how to survive the
winters in such areas as Northern Canada and Alaska with their extremely cold temperatures by storing food
and creating artificial tropical environments in the form of well insulated houses, fires for heating, and clothes.
We offer a wide range of courses in each of these sub-disciplines and many research opportunities for
students. Main articles: Cultural anthropology , Social anthropology , and Sociocultural anthropology
Sociocultural anthropology draws together the principle axes of cultural anthropology and social
anthropology. Yet this is not always clearly reflected in the terminology of the academic landscape. A growing
interest in anthropology with such notions as hybridity and creolization bears witness to this. Pluto, London.
In part, the responsibility of anthropology here becomes one of preserving a record of the ways of humans,
past and present, and keeping that record alive by continuing to scrutinize it, interpret it, and bring it to bear on
new developments. In recent times, the anthropology of science has been another growing specialization, as
the practices of scientists are scrutinized as yet another kind of cultural constructs, and as laboratories are
added to the range of possible sites of fieldwork Rabinow, ; Downey and Dumit,  Anthropology Around the
World While anthropologists devote much of their attention to what human groups share across time and
space, they also study how these groups are different.


