
MARRIAGE EQUALITY FOR SAME SEX COUPLES

Same-sex marriage is the marriage of two people of the same sex or gender, entered into in a The introduction of
same-sex marriage (also called marriage equality) has varied by jurisdiction, and came about Many studies have shown
that children of same-sex couples fare just as well as the children of opposite-sex .

Pop culture icon and feminist superhero Wonder Woman officiates at a wedding of two women. Shante
Wolfe, left, and Tori Sisson become the first same-sex couple to file their marriage license in Montgomery,
Alabama, on February 9,  But what is at stake in this debate is how significant sexual difference is in marriage
and in our society generally. Hide Caption 2 of 33 Photos: Same-sex marriage in the U. Joshua Gunter, right,
and Bryan Shields attend a Las Vegas rally to celebrate an appeals court ruling that overturned Nevada's
same-sex marriage ban on October 7,  Despite these Supreme Court rulings, a debate continues in the United
States between advocates of legal equality and individuals and institutions that object to same-sex marriages
on the basis of religious belief. In , Lebanese courts set a potential precedent for decriminalization. Under
similar circumstances, the federal government never took a position on Indiana or Wisconsin 's marriages
performed in brief periods, though it did recognize them once the respective states announced they would do
so. And for whom does it matter? In celebration of Pride Month, Human Rights Watch has updated our
marriage equality map, which provides an overview of countries with marriage equality, civil unions or
registered partnership; links to the relevant legislation; and, where possible, a brief explanation of the path â€”
legislative, judicial, or other â€” that these countries took to achieve marriage equality or to provide for
same-sex civil unions or registered partnership. At least ten other countries in Central and Eastern Europe have
such prohibitions. As I argued in my recent book on the history of love and romance: In the ritual of a
wedding and the ongoing performance of marriage roles and practices, the gender ideology of a society is
constructed, performed and reproduced. The debate was resolved in , after more than a decade of conflict,
when the Church of England introduced a new marriage service in which husbands and wives took equal
vows. Is sexual difference important? ILGA found 35 percent of Indians and 30 percent of Pakistanis in
thought same-sex marriage should be legal. William Roletter, left, and Paul Rowe get close after having their
photo taken with their marriage certificate May 21, , at Philadelphia City Hall. On July 8, , Judge Joseph
Tauro of the District Court of Massachusetts held that the denial of federal rights and benefits to lawfully
married Massachusetts same-sex couples is unconstitutional under the equal protection clause of the U. As
legal situations change in countries, this map will be further updated. We decided to only mark independent
countries on our map and not overseas territories, regions, departments or possessions. You may improve this
section , discuss the issue on the talk page , or create a new article , as appropriate. In May Moore was charged
with ethics violations by the state Judicial Inquiry Commission for the ruling, [43] subsequently being
suspended from the bench for the remainder of his term on September 30 of that year. In Chechnya, a
semiautonomous republic within Russia, dozens of men suspected of being gay have been detained, tortured,
and even killed since in a crackdown on the LGBT community; a new wave of detentions and killings was
reported in late  However, there have been recent advances: Afrobarometer found that majorities in three
countries in addition to South Africaâ€”Cape Verde, Mozambique, and Namibiaâ€”are tolerant of
homosexuality. Hide Caption 14 of 33 Photos: Same-sex marriage in the U. Bangladesh, India, Nepal, and
Pakistan allow people to register as a third gender in official documents. Same-sex relationships were even
depicted in traditional art, such as ukiyoe, or woodblock prints. Hodges] and its potential applicability to
American Samoa, and will provide comment when it is completed. Marriage equality remains an issue at the
forefront of Pride. Those wishing to marry in these counties must travel to another county to obtain a license.
A Pew Research Center poll found that support for legal recognition of same-sex marriage is 16 percent in
Belarus and just 9 percent in Ukraine. Historically, Japan was broadly tolerant of homosexuality, with
documented cases of samurai warriors during feudal times having male lovers. Europe More than half of the
countries that allow same-sex marriage are in Western Europe. Americas In Canada became the first country
in the Western Hemisphere to legalize same-sex marriage. Estonia also allows civil unions, though popular
support for same-sex marriage in the Baltic states is low. However, seven months after the U. Virginia in , in
which the Supreme Court of the United States struck down all state bans on inter-racial marriage , issued a
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statement on the 40th anniversary of the ruling in which she expressed her support for same-sex marriage and
described it as a civil right akin to inter-racial marriage, stating that "I believe all Americans, no matter their
race, no matter their sex, no matter their sexual orientation, should have that same freedom to marry". The U.
Share via Email Yoko Ogawa and Chizuka Oe display their marriage registration form to journalists in front
of a town hall in Tokyo. A district in Tokyo began recognizing same-sex unions in ; ILGA found a year later
that only 33 percent of Japanese supported same-sex marriage. The date marked the first day that all of
Illinois' counties could begin issuing marriage licenses to same-sex couples. Same-sex relations between men
are banned in parts of Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar , and Singapore , and in Brunei they are punishable by
death. The Supreme Court ruled that states cannot ban same-sex marriage, handing gay rights advocates their
biggest victory yet. We hope this map will assist those who are looking for this type of information.


