
AN ANALYSIS OF THE CHARACTER BARTLEBY IN THE NOVEL A STORY

OF WALL STREET BY HERMAN MELVILLE

A summary of "Bartleby the Scrivener" in Herman Melville's Melville Stories. of " Bartleby the Scrivener" is the Lawyer,
who runs a law practice on Wall Street in.

He has too much confidence in the efficacy of intellectual processes. How would you diagnose the behavior of
the lawyer? Moreover, his feelings of pessimism about society never reached the tragic depths that appear to
affect Bartleby. Unspecific in what it refers to, the word alludes to a choice which it denies. Ultimately he
refuses to take in any nourishment, but this is prefigured in the text by his refusing to take on more work.
Significantly, the story is set on Wall Street in New York City, which had become the center of American
financial and business life by the s. Until lunchtime, he suffers from stomach trouble, and constantly adjusts
the height of the legs on his desk, trying to get them perfectly balanced. LXIX, No. This fate was sealed when
a reputed abolitionist, Abraham Lincoln , was elected President in  After a short vacation, the lawyer returns to
work to find a note from his previous landlord stating that Bartleby has been taken to prison. What were
conditions like for office workers on Wall Street? Finding Bartleby glummer than usual during a visit, the
narrator bribes a turnkey to make sure he gets enough food. Bartleby the Scrivener is available on
audio-cassette read by Milton R. For the sake of economy and speed, his output dwindled from the full-length
novel to the short story, a stylistic constriction with which he never developed ease. Meltzer and A. He notes
that "nobody in Bartledanian stories ever wanted anything". Using political thought as well as psychology in
our reading of the text allows us to overcome the dichotomy in the critical literature. His job is widely viewed
as a sinecureâ€”a profitable position requiring little actual work that is given to relatives or friends of the very
powerful. The setting on Wall Street indicates that the characters are in a kind of prison, walled off from the
world. The lawyer believes that Nippers suffers from indigestion in the mornings, which causes him to be
restless and discontented. Retrieved May 21,  Hinton, Jr. Significantly, his fate is to die in prison. None of his
explanations are satisfactory, however. By constructing multiple layers of possible meaning within his story,
Melville frustrates those readers who seek an obvious message. This reading offers an image of neurotic
vulnerability. How could one fault such a genteel reply? His outlook on life is clear, unambiguous, and
uncluttered by mysticism or imagination. In , John C. Yet if the philosophical conflict between the lawyer and
Bartleby is taken seriously, then one must reconsider whether Melville really views his lawyer with contempt.
London: Duckworth,  There is nothing to indicate that the Bohemian writer was at all acquainted with the
work of Melville, who remained largely forgotten until some time after Kafka's death. The humanistic theme,
which ties one of life's winners inextricably to the pathetic demise of a loser, relegates the two central
characters to a single fraternity, their shared belonging in the family of humankind. He insists that a part of
him cannot be imprisoned and this resistance has no cost because it is not part of the civil or political domain.
Around this time Melville married Elizabeth Shaw, and the couple had their first child in , the same year that
his third and fourth novels, Mardi and Redburn, were both released to little financial success although
Redburn did receive some critical acclaim. The lawyer stops by the office on a Sunday on his way to church.
The behavior of the lawyer gives stronger evidence that Bartleby is his psychological double. He politely
refuses to eat, and simply so to live. Ambiguity The works of Herman Melville are famous for being
deliberately ambiguous, or unclear. Throughout the story, the narrator is torn between his feelings of
responsibility for Bartleby and his desire to be rid of the threat that Bartleby poses to the office and to his way
of life on Wall Street. Bartleby appears to the lawyer chiefly to remind him of the inadequacies, the sterile
routine, of his world. Whereas they had once inhabited the same quarters, now an immense social divide had
arisen between laborers and their capitalist employers. Buy Study Guide The narrator, an elderly lawyer who
does a comfortable business helping wealthy men deal with mortgages, title deeds, and bonds, relates the story
of the strangest man he has ever known.


