
THE VALUE OF INDIVIDUALITY IN THE UNITED STATES

Individualism is a core of American culture and the main value in America. It has been influencing all the fields of
society, economics, politics.

It is the view that each person has moral significance and certain rights that are either of divine origin or
inherent in human nature. Some may bridle at this suggestion, taking it as a defenseless claim that full equality
of opportunity has been achieved. It has played an enormous and far-reaching effect to shape the character of
the American nation. Collectivist cultures, on the other hand, expect people to identify with and work well in
groups which protect them in exchange for loyalty and compliance. Wade followed a revolutionary
redefinition in the thinking of millions of women and men of the claims of the mother as a sovereign
individual. Individual rights encourage individual choices and so marriages are contracted on the basis of
affection rather than calculation. Decisions are likely to be obeyed with less questioning than is typical in
individualistic cultures. Examples include greeting people with brief kisses on the cheek in Spain or France.
They have to make numerous decisions that might have major implications and effects on not just the
individual, but the family, such as driving, dating, and college education. However, the lack of touchâ€”the
distant, American way of interactingâ€”also contributes to its individualistic culture, in a self-reinforcing
cycle. Objectivism also supports individualism in this sense. Methodological individualism precludes
explanations that appeal to social factors that cannot in turn be individualistically explained. Nonetheless, it is
clear that culture influences how close people stand and how much they touch. Of course, what touch is
acceptable depends on the context and situation. Please support our journalism by Donating to The
Diamondback. The same goes for the family I stayed with in California, whose generosity was at times
overwhelming. This knowledge may have traditionally been memorized and transmitted orally. Its large size,
ethnic diversity, confronting ideologies, and tenacious history make it difficult to describe the U. As if
American children have to make money by themselves as long as they are 18 years old, while senior citizens
are also quite used to living alone instead of sharing the house with their children. Still Tocqueville sensed that
in a deeper sense it had already experienced its great social revolution - which still lay ahead for Europe - and
thus for all the surface action was stubbornly conservative on fundamentals. Methodological individualism[
edit ] Methodological individualism is the view that phenomena can only be understood by examining how
they result from the motivations and actions of individual agents. This societal ethos can be seen in how
Americans relate to each otherâ€” Americans do not tend to touch each other during interpersonal interactions.
Elders may have final say about how far their children go in school, who they marry, or where they work. But,
in view of the individualism, this is the way of their life by which a person places his or her own desires,
needs, and comforts above the needs of a broader community. The noneconomic human costs can't be
quantified, but few would dismiss them. In traditional Japanese cultures, there is likely to be a social hierarchy
based on gender, birth order, and age. They demanded greater personal autonomy and self-determination and
less outside control. According to a survey, one who is more individualistic would be more likely to engage in
a divorce when compared to a collectivistic individual, since the individual is likely to value personal
well-being higher. Notably, China has a complex socioeconomic history, so it will be worthwhile to
investigate this country in more detail in future research. Because of their abilities in their private livesâ€”for
instance, their abundant self-responsibility and their initiativeâ€”these individuals have a great capacity to rise
to the occasion and defend what is of great importance and value to them. Three questions that seem to violate
the privacy rule are: How old are you? This mentality has an enormous effect on politics as well, one recent
example being the newly adopted Affordable Care Act. California is not the same as Kentucky and New York
is very different from Nebraska. Moral judgments are made by moral agents. Collectivist cultures, on the other
hand, tend to see people as connected with others and embedded in a broader social context â€” as such, they
tend to emphasize interdependence, family relationships, and social conformity. A belief in individualism also
implies that they believe that the government should bud out of they individual affairs. To measure
individualistic values, they examined data on the importance that people place on friends versus family, how
important people believe it is to teach children to be independent, and the degree to which people prioritize
self-expression as a national goal. The idea of quality in the U. Americans also stressed personal preferences
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and autonomy in lengthier narratives than the ones reported by the Japanese. For Stiegler "the I, as a psychic
individual, can only be thought in relationship to we, which is a collective individual. Rudenstam, The
differences between individualism and collectivism can often have different impacts on the amount of time a
given task may take. Etymology[ edit ] In the English language , the word "individualism" was first
introduced, as a pejorative, by the Owenites in the late s, although it is unclear if they were influenced by
Saint-Simonianism or came up with it independently.


