
AP BIOLOGY ESSAYS QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Explore timing and format for the AP Biology Exam, and review sample questions , scoring guidelines, and sample
student responses.

You have four free response questions to answer in 90 minutes, so spend about 22 minutes for each answer.
Define your terms. To be best prepared to answer the exam questions, students should be able to name
concepts and facts that fall within these four big picture categories. Answer the question parts in the order
asked for by the question. Carefully label your graphs variable and units on both the x-axis and y-axis. Section
II consists of two free-response subsections with two different types of questions: two "long" free-response
and six "short" ones. In total, students have 90 minutes to finish both parts of Section I. Here are some
direction-words used in free response questions. See if you can write a definition for each word. If the reader
cannot comprehend your handwriting, you cannot earn points for it! Understand that the exam is supposed to
be hard! The first thing that you should do is carefully read the question. Answer the question thoroughly.
Indicate a title for all graphs and data tables constructed. Be sure to include what you would consider obvious
answers. Label all columns of a data table. Earning a high score requires understanding the types of questions
that appear on the exam and the content that is tested. Remember that no detail is too small to be included as
long as it is to the point and relates to the question prompt. Write an essay: use complete thoughts and
sentences. AP biology free response answers should be concise. Label each part of your response as it relates
to each part of the question prompt. Free response statements are awarded points, so you start with 0 points
and earn 1 point for each correct statement, definition, explanation or example. They are NOT like the essays
you write in English class! Widen your margins a little. Write FRQ responses using a black or blue ball point
pen. If you can't recall the name of a concept, describe the concept. In total, students get 90 minutes, including
a minute reading period, to complete all of Section II. This will make reading the essay neater.


