
POLITICAL PACIFISM ESSAY

Pacifism is opposition to war, militarism, or violence. The word pacifism was coined by the . pacifists of the
Renaissance, arguing strongly against warfare in his essays Anti-war and "pacifist" political parties seeking to win
elections may.

It fostered a sense of international sisterhood for suffragists beginning to explore the transnational dimensions
of the relationship between feminist issues, on the one hand, and militarism and war, on the other. Pacifist
ideals also played a significant role in the Indian independence movement led by Mohandas K. Anscombe
thought that war could be justifiedâ€”if it did not directly intend to kill noncombatants. Carrie Chapman Catt,
for instance, played a central role in the organization of the first National Conferences on the Cause and Cure
of War, which aimed to educate the larger American public, and especially women, to actively work for peace.
That is, while past wars were wholly detrimental to the human race as a whole, tomorrow s wars, because of
new technology or strategy, or even a new ethic, may not be. Albert Einstein and Bertrand Russell, for
example, were both supporters of the war against Nazi Germany, despite the fact that each considered himself
to be a pacifist. The worry is that the notion of positive peace includes a broad range of social and political
concerns equality, economic justice, environmental sustainability, and so on that stray far from the core idea of
peace as the absence of direct violence. And the one who has no sword must sell his cloak and buy one. In the
flush of patriotic fervor at the start of the war, the British Parliament had given the government broad powers
to suppress dissent and ban foreign travel. Devere Allen ed. It was a radical organization whose primary
purpose was to denounce war as intrinsically unequal, economically dangerous â€” especially for the lower
classes that did not receive adequate wages â€” and in utter contrast to professed American values, which
promoted and protected economic and social justice. All dissent in Germany was effectively silenced
thereafter until the final months of the conflict. Pacifism is often thought to be a professional obligation of
certain religious vocations. He was killed for refusing to be conscripted. Roosevelt supported peace both as an
ideal and as a political objective, and she worked hard to simultaneously preserve peace and achieve it. Brock,
Peter: Against the Draft. If pacifism is defined as a commitment to nonviolence, we encounter the same
problem of definition. John H. Thus absolute pacifism will claim that any judgment that leads to the
justification of war is wrong. There are open questions in just war theory about how this notion of desert
functions. Deontological pacifists can claim that others rights to life are of a higher order duty than the duty to
intervene to save oneself. For religiously oriented pacifists in many traditions, a commitment to nonviolence is
tied to the attempt to see through the vanity of temporal things. Proponents of humanitarian intervention
maintain that war is a suitable means for attaining the goal of respect for human rights and satisfaction of
human needs; but pacifists will argue that only nonviolent means are coherent with the these intended ends.
An aggressor violates both elements. More recent defenders of the just war idea have argued that
interventionist wars should be fought in order to create stable conditions by defending human rights see
footnote 1. Critics of pacifism will argue that pacifism is morally wrong because they think that patriotism or
justice requires fighting or at least supporting the war effort. For example, the Three Strategies of Huang
Shigong says: "As for the military, it is not an auspicious instrument; it is the way of heaven to despise it", and
the Wei Liaozi writes: "As for the military, it is an inauspicious instrument; as for conflict and contention, it
runs counter to virtue".


