
THE WAHHABI MOVEMENT ESSAY

Muhammad Ibn Abd al-Wahhab (d. ), a cleric from the Arabian Peninsula ( present-day Saudi Arabia), founded the
Wahhabi movement after concluding that .

He escaped to Kuwait with his family and son Abdulaziz. Two important and interrelated features have
usually served, however, to distinguish the Salafis from the Wahhabis: a reliance on attempts at persuasion
rather than coercion in order to rally other Muslims to their cause; and an informed awareness of the political
and socio-economic crises confronting the Muslim world. Adherents to this belief, called Wahhabis, were
backed by the armies of the Saud dynasty, and together, these forces began a movement. Wahhabi
interpretations of the Hadith were austere and puritanical. Muslims must pledge allegiance to their leaders. In
any event, it was not until the 's that a closer association of Salafis with Wahhabism came about, the result not
only of the broad propagation 39 This is exemplified above all by Sayyid Qutb d. I have retained the
transliteration of the kalima found in the original. Over the objections of Wahhabi ulama, Ibn Saud permitted
both the driving of automobiles and the attendance of Shia at hajj. The Houthis began to feel extreme pressure
and formed their own political party to represent the movement which is called Hizb-al Haq. Bishr: "The
Muslims" â€” as the Wahhabis referred to themselves, not feeling the need to distinguish themselves from
other Muslims, since they did not believe them to be Muslims â€” scaled the walls, entered the city Wahhab
demanded that all Muslims follow his ways. There is reason for regarding the perverse, incompetent and now
happily defunct regime of the Taliban as a manifestation of Wahhabism, although its fiqhi underlay was
Hanafi rather than Hanbali and the movement owed its cohesion also to a generous investment by Pakistan of
its military and intelligence resources. John B. Another general notion concerning Wahhabism fixed in the
minds of many Muslims is that it stood at the origin of a series of reform movements which in some cases are
still active in the Muslim world. Passing the caliphate to his son broke with the tradition of election that
Muslims held to. Wahhabism detested the idea of saints, pilgrimages to tombs and mosques, the worshiping of
trees, caves, and stones, votive offerings, and any sort of indirect prayer to God that involves a third party. It
strikes the present writer as little short of blasphemous to suggest that the death of unsuspecting postal
workers from handling anthrax-laden mail is somehow a manifestation of the divine will and wisdom. On
September 23, the nation officially became the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Although one of his followers
lauded him as "the innermost mystery of God" sirrullah; see E. He would have done better to leave the task of
refuting Wahhabism to scholars such as Shaykh Ja'far Kashif al-Ghita', from whose treatise an extract is
included at the end of this essay. By the late nineties, the Brotherhood had lost most of its power bases
universities, associations, and civil society while the regime grew Ghanem  Wahhabis claimed the way of
Salaf as-Salih, or the rightly guided Muslims who sought to restore Islam to its true state. The corruption of
the Saud family has been well known since they came to power in  Official Saudi contacts with the Taliban
began in when Maulana Fazlur Rahman, leader of the Pakistani Jami'at-i 'Ulama-yi Islam, arranged for a party
of Saudi princes to go hunting in the region of Qandahar. Far from being a spontaneous or autonomous
development, the extension of Saudi control across the peninsula should therefore be placed in the context of
the general reconfiguration of the Middle East that was then underway, largely under the charitable auspices of
the British, ever generous with lands that were not theirs.


