
THE BACKGROUND AND WAR HISTORY OF THE ISLAND OF TRUK

Operation Hailstone lit. "the airstrike on Truk Island"), 17â€“18 February , was a massive United States Navy air and
surface attack on Truk Lagoon conducted as part of the American offensive drive against the Imperial Japanese Navy
(IJN) through the Central Pacific Ocean during World War II. 1 Background; 2 Attack; 3 Aftermath; 4 List of warships in
Truk at the time of.

Telephone services are limited on Chuuk, though a cellular network is established within some islands of the
lagoon and in the near future on the outer islands. Copra , dried coconut meat, is the only cash crop and output
is relatively insignificant. Their success in the Marshalls gave U. Spruance was so adamant on engaging in
ship-to-ship combat that his carrier commander, Admiral Mitscher, ordered his air groups to stop attacking
Katori and her companions. Japanese casualties on Roi and Namur numbered more than 3, killed and around
captured, with less than Marines killed and some more wounded. Ponape, now Pohnpei, also served as a major
base. Though some seek to protect the wrecks at Truk, the local environment also needs protection from the
wrecks. Presently, a drive from the airport to the Blue Lagoon resort and dive shop could take up to 35
minutes to complete, although the distance is less than 5 miles. Since then, Truk Lagoon has become a popular
site with divers and researchers. Around that same time, the Japanese saw American reconnaissance planes in
the skies above Truk. In addition, the victories intensified the isolation of those Japanese island outposts that
had been skipped in the Allied island-hopping campaign, including Wake Island, one of the first islands Japan
had captured in the beginning stages of the war. The Spaniards stopped to raise a flag over Chuuk in , and
returned in as part of an attempt to assert control and negotiate peace between warring Chuukese tribes. The
submarine had participated in the attack on Pearl Harbor in December  Navy aerial reconnaissance photograph
of Truk taken in February  The island of Yap had a history as a German naval base prior to WW1, and it
remained an important military base in Japanese possession. Though greatly outnumbered from the start by
more than 40, on Kwajalein the Japanese chose to fight until the bitter end. Subsequent joint attacks by dive
bombers [nb 2] and Avenger torpedo bombers cratered runways and destroyed hangar facilities. Between and ,
restricted by the League of Nations, Japan was not able to build up the Caroline Islands for military purposes,
but its departure from the League in Mar gave her the freedom to do so. On Feb. Thanks to the appeal of the
wrecks, Truk has become an increasingly popular tourist destination with diving operations springing up to
service the demand. The battle for Kwajalein would prove more difficult, as the 7th Infantry pounded the
Japanese garrison there for three days until the island was declared secure on February 4. Contributor: C. The
lower bomber was hit by anti-aircraft fire after dropping its bombs, and plunged into the sea, killing both crew
members. Multiple air groups attacked these ships, inflicting serious damage. Interisland communication is
often accomplished using citizens' band radio.


