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Engineers are encouraged to adhere to the principles of sustainable development1 in order to protect the
environment for future generations. Engineers shall continue their professional development throughout their
careers and should keep current in their specialty fields by engaging in professional practice, participating in
continuing education courses, reading in the technical literature, and attending professional meetings and
seminars. However, diversity concerns, like social justice, are not universally embraced as being relevant to
engineering [ 71 ]. Research integrity is of central concern in engineering research. Journal of Engineering
Education â€” Because people outside the profession cannot judge professional performance, external
regulation, although sometimes necessary, is a poor substitute for having trustworthy i. Responsibility in the
moral or ethical sense is based on the ends to be achieved rather than the acts to be performed. These chapters
include both student chapters typically affiliated with a university or college and professional chapters. A
moral responsibility specifies the ends to be achieved. Engineers who believe others are guilty of unethical or
illegal practice shall present such information to the proper authority for action. Google Scholar 6.
Accordingly, the services provided by engineers require honesty, impartiality, fairness, and equity, and must
be dedicated to the protection of the public health, safety, and welfare. At the time of conflicts or arguments,
there will arise the need for negotiation between the parties. Consistent with the foregoing, engineers may
advertise for recruitment of personnel. Engineers shall not attempt to obtain employment or advancement or
professional engagements by untruthfully criticizing other engineers, or by other improper or questionable
methods Engineers shall not request, propose, or accept a commission on a contingent basis under
circumstances in which their judgment may be compromised. Engineers shall at all times strive to serve the
public interest. Notice that the official responsibilities in a job description could conceivably require unethical
behavior. Engineers shall avoid deceptive acts. Engineers shall not, without consent, use equipment, supplies,
laboratory, or office facilities of an employer to carry on outside private practice. Diversity There are a
number of diversity-related issues in engineering. Johnson, D. Philosophers who are also teachers are
members of the teaching profession, however, and university professors do have a code of ethics. I am
gratified to see that the federal definition of research misconduct now recognizes that reckless, as well as
intentional, behavior may be considered research misconduct. Whereas professional societies focus on
professional practice, these other kinds of societies focus on technical or scholarly advances in a specific
discipline or field. That is, the practice of engineering has an inherent and unavoidable impact on society. One
issue may be the lack of consensus on the meaning of the term sustainability or sustainable development.
Engineers shall not permit the use of their name or associate in business ventures with any person or firm that
they believe is engaged in fraudulent or dishonest enterprise. As well, engineering faculty believe that students
learn about ethics and societal impact issues via community engagement activities [ 63 ]. Engineers shall not
accept commissions or allowances, directly or indirectly, from contractors or other parties dealing with clients
or employers of the engineer in connection with work for which the engineer is responsible. The lack of
diversity in the engineering profession is also found in engineering education. McGraw-Hill, New York. Most
recently in the summer of , the ASCE updated its code of ethics to include provisions related to diversity [ 79
]. Engineers shall not affix their signatures to any plans or documents dealing with subject matter in which
they lack competence, nor to any plan or document not prepared under their direction and control.


