
SAN JOAQUIN FOX

Even with its big, conspicuous ears and relatively long legs, the slender-built San Joaquin kit fox is the smallest member
of the dog family in North America.

Help prevent deadly conflicts for these beautiful and rare wild animals: Never feed a kit fox or other wildlife;
keep pet food indoors. We work to ensure that other activities like livestock grazing and off-road vehicle use
are compatible with kit fox protection and recovery. In the southern portion of their range, at least one-third of
their diet is comprised of kangaroo rats, pocket mice, white-footed mice Peromyscus spp. Take down sports
nets at schools, parks and other recreational facilities when not in use. Ground-nesting birds. Sarcoptic mange
is a highly contagious, zoonotic disease caused by Sarcoptes scabiei, a mite that burrows into the skin. They
spend more time underground in their burrows than any other canid and can run at speeds of more than 30
mph. Protecting the Kit Fox Forestwatch helps protect San Joaquin kit foxes and their habitat from
fragmentation and habitat loss. Besides habitat loss, the San Joaquin kit fox is threatened by pesticides and
rodenticides expelled through intensive agricultural use, by industrial and infrastructure projects, and in
residential areas in the Central Valley. In the northern part of their range, California ground squirrels are the
most common prey species. Litters are born between February and late March and consist of two to six pups.
Mating usually takes place between late December and March and the median gestation period is estimated to
range from 48 to 52 days. Kit foxes construct their own dens, but they can also enlarge or modify burrows
constructed by other animals, such as ground squirrels, badgers, and coyotes. The San Joaquin SJ kit fox was
once a thriving species in the s, making their home in native grasslands of the Central Valley. Trapped foxes
could get injured and their pups are vulnerable when unattended. Many factors have contributed to the decline
of the San Joaquin kit fox, but the importance of these factors has probably varied over time. Adult pairs
remain together year-round but may not share the same den. San Joaquin kit foxes commonly use dens
constructed by other animals, and move around often. Pups emerge above ground around one month of age,
and after months, the family bonds begin to dissolve and the young begin dispersing. Litters of two to six pups
are born in February or March. Roads associated with oil development can fragment kit fox habitat and result
in increased vehicle strikes, and land clearing for roads and oil pads can collapse or bury den sites. San
Joaquin kit foxes on the Carrizo Plain seem to change dens more frequently, spending only days in a den
before moving to a different location. Pick up fallen fruit and cover compost piles. While weighing in at only
five pounds, the San Joaquin kit fox is not your average toy poodle though they are related to dogs, wolves,
and other canine species. The cities of Bakersfield, Taft and Coalinga are unique because kit foxes have
become established in those urban settings.


