
MIDDLE AND SOUTHERN COLONIES

Check out this site for history about the 13 Colonies including the names, order of colonization, New England, Middle
and Southern Colonies. Important events.

Quakers dominated the Middle Colonies while the Church of England was the dominant religious force in the
Southern Colonies. Religious Differences cross on church Both the Middle and the Southern Colonies had
their own set of Christian-based religious beliefs and their own way of practicing and worshipping God
according to their denominations. Even though the Quakers were the most powerful religious group in the
Middle colonies they made it a point not to completely take over society in their region. They also had
differences which included the governing of their societies and how they maintained their land. They were the
backbone of the Southern economy. Georgia, a colony of debtors, would fulfill that need. Many people in the
Middle Colonies established market towns or villages where they would trade their goods and food for a
profit. Individuals that lived in the Middle colonies were craftsmen and merchants as well as farmers. Since
the northern colonies attracted religious dissenters, they tended to migrate in families. Immediately to
Virginia's north was Maryland. Agriculture dominated both regions. Geography and motive rendered the
development of these colonies distinct from those that lay to the North. Many southern plantations had
become very profitable from trade. Social Structure woman dressed in pilgrim outfit Society within the
Southern Colonies was predominantly agrarian-based and many people did not form within close knit
communities even though family was important. Outbreaks of malaria and yellow fever kept life expectancies
lower. People who lived within these colonies had many similarities such as the freedom to worship as they
believed; they shared the same goal about starting a new life that was full of promise and hope. These two
regions had soil that was suitable for growing cash crops such as corn, fruit and grains. Slaves and indentured
servants, although present in the North, were much more important to the South. They became so profitable
that eventually the Southerners established a system of slavery that would go on to become an institution
within America up until the Civil War. English American Southerners would not enjoy the generally good
health of their New England counterparts.


