
PERSONAL WRITING AUDIENCE LESSON

This simple lesson plan will help students focus their writing. Determining purpose and audience helps students focus
their writing. Audience and Purpose Â· Teaching Students to Maintain a Personal Voice in Writing Â· A Lesson Plan on.

Give each group a card with a specific purpose to inform, to entertain, to persuade , and a specific audience. If
comments are closed on a post you are interested in, you might simulate the experience by having students
respond to the post, and each other, in a class blog, wiki space, or on paper or posterboard. Considering
Internet Protocol , then practice good Internet citizenship on Student Opinion, where all comments are
moderated. When students have completed their writing, ask each group to read it to the class. If you have
computer access in school, students might participate in Student Opinion in one of several ways: regularly
once a week, say , as major issues of concern arise or when our posts contain curriculum-related questions.
Students can also read past comments for comprehension, synthesis and analysis. After reading the related
article and responding to a controversial question, students choose sides and then research and craft their
arguments. Getting Started 1 Cover the following points about writing for purpose and audience: Your
audience determines what you write, what examples and details to include, what to emphasize, word choice
and tone. Procedures Help students focus on their purpose and audience on the first draft Each group writes a
paragraph directed to the specified audience with a specified purpose. Students apply a wide range of
strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, and appreciate texts. They draw on their prior experience, their
interactions with other readers and writers, their knowledge of word meaning and of other texts, their word
identification strategies, and their understanding of textual features e. If they used butcher paper, have them
tape the essay to the wall. Bear in mind that we periodically close these posts to new comments, generally
after a few weeks, to keep comments timely and current. You might also suggest to your children that they
post their thoughts in addition to discussing them with you. One way to do this: Read together printed copies
of the related article from the Student Opinion post of your choice. I had to devise a lesson plan that helped
students understand the importance of writing for purpose and audience. Have students guess the audience and
purpose, noting key components. You might give students a code, like your classroom number or section for
example, Rachel or Simon3B , so your students, and you, can tell which posts are written by class members.
They gather, evaluate, and synthesize data from a variety of sources e. Parents, by the way, might find the
questions we post in Student Opinion useful as conversation starters with their children, especially given that
they are grounded in news items and thus provide an authentic way to broach topics with kids. Note
differences in writing on the board. Knowing audience and purpose gives your writing focus. Students conduct
research on issues and interests by generating ideas and questions, and by posing problems. And now for those
10 ways to use the feature across the curriculum: Debating Controversies â€” We often pose provocative
questions, and responding to them can be a good warm-up activity before organizing and holding a classroom
debate on a relevant, current topic. I started my own blog about how great I was. There are three other ways to
stay on top of the latest posts: follow us on Twitter , sign up to receive our daily e-mail or get an RSS feed of
our posts. Among these texts are fiction and nonfiction, classic and contemporary works. Practicing Internet
Etiquette â€” Develop computer savvy. Instruct students to read their rough drafts, answering the above
questions as they read. End their pointless meanderings with these simple lesson plans. For best results, use
butcher paper. We would love to hear from you â€” and your students â€” about how you use Student Opinion
posts, as well as your feedback and suggestions. Student writing lacks focus because they rarely have a
purpose, do not know how to make a point, and write to an imaginary, non-existent audience. But first, a few
notes and tips: Make sure to read and share with students the commenting guidelines for The Learning
Network and all of NYTimes. Participating in an online discussion on events and issues in the news not only
gives students a forum, but it also helps them build critical thinking, writing and news literacy skills and
provides an opportunity to write for an authentic audience. Start with our lesson plan Care to Comment?
Students apply knowledge of language structure, language conventions e. They have to experience writing for
real audiences before they will know that writing can bring them power. For example, one group could write
an informative essay about riding the bus for new students; one group could write an entertaining experience
about a bus ride for publication in the school newspaper; another group could write a persuasive article on
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why there needs to be air conditioning on the school bus to the principal. Your purpose for writing determines
what you write, the point of your writing, and how you will make your point. I had work to do. Help students
revise their own essays Instruct students to copy the following questions: For whom am I writing? Developing
Surveys â€” Students browse Student Opinion posts to select a topic that would make a good survey to
administer in school.


