
BUDDHISM SACRED WRITINGS

Some sacred texts form the cornerstone of a religion, instilling law, character and spirituality in its people; some are
narratives of historical figures in the faith.

These are the long teachings Digha Nikaya , medium length teachings Majjhima Nikaya , groups of shorter
teachings according to common topics Samyutta Nikaya , a collection arranged to subjects discussed Angutta
Nikaya and a collection of a variety of shorter texts in verse and prose. In Buddhism , a shastra is often a
commentary written at a later date to explain an earlier scripture or sutra. Sukhavati Sutra teaches that Buddha
Amida's land was open to all believers. Try our 3 most popular, or select from our huge collection of unique
and thought-provoking newsletters. It also includes the Metta Sutta, a scripture in which the Buddha describes
how an individual can live a life of loving-kindness. Jataka Tales by Ellen C. They deal with: Kriya tantra â€”
ceremonies and rites, Carya tantra â€” practical rites, Yoga tantra â€” practice of yoga, Anuttarayoga tantra
â€” higher mysticism. Rouse, ed. There is a Pali canon, the earliest of the canons, which consists of the
Tripitaka. Each tale usually has a concise moral, and the entire collection is a browsers' delight. This is done
even today and is considered to be a meritorious activity. Another important school of Chinese Buddhism is
Huayan , which focused on developing their philosophical texts from the Avatamsaka Sutra. The
Dhammapada means 'the path or verses of truth' and is the best known of all the Buddhist scriptures in the
West. Wagiswara and K. How were the Buddha's teachings recorded? A summary of the rules is chanted on a
regular basis to remind them of their responsibilities. After the arrival of Chinese Buddhism in Japan, Korea
and Vietnam; they developed their own traditions and literature in the local language. There is also a Tibetan
Buddhist canon, consisting of the Tripitaka, the Mahayana sutras, and Tantric texts. What are the Buddhist
Tripitaka, and what is the purpose of each? Saunders [] A translation of the Dhammapada, one of the central
Buddhist sacred texts. The Abhidamma Pitaka consists of seven books called the higher or further teaching.
Seen by some as a strong assertion of the value of lay practice. Indian treatises[ edit ] The Mahayana
commentarial and exegetical literature is vast. Very popular in China , Korea and Japan where it was seen as
being compatible with Confucian values. The Mahavairocana-abhisambodhi became one of the two central
texts in Shingon Buddhism and was included in the Tibetan canon as a tantra of the carya class. The
Sandhinirmocana Sutra c 2nd Century CE is the earliest surviving sutra in this class and according to some
Gelugpa authorities the only one. There is a Chinese Buddhist canon, also accepted in Japan, which contains
the Tripitaka, the Mahayana sutras, and other texts. Subsequently hidden in caves, it was revealed in the 14th
century by the Tibetan Rigzin Karma Lingpa, himself believed to be a reincarnation of Padmasambhava.
Mahayana Texts With the growth of the Mahayana, new Sutras were written. Mahayana Buddhist scholars, on
the other hand, believe that the Sutra records the actual words of the Buddha, but that the texts were removed
from the human realm by gods and dragons for years to allow time for the renunciative, monastic life to purify
and prepare people for the messianic nature of its teachings. Thomas [] A short collection of Buddhist
scripture, from the Wisdom of the East series. Even the texts themselves are considered sacred, and ancient
copies of the Buddhist canon are often kept in special storehouses on temple grounds. The Bardo Thodol, then,
is nothing less than a guidebook to help dying and just-departed souls find their way through the potentially
tortuous and confusing stages of the afterlife â€” or, more properly, between-lives. Sections of it have been
unearthed by archaeologists in Central Asia. The early Buddhist texts describe a legendary gathering of five
hundred arhats followers for the purpose of standardizing the Buddha's teachings after his death. A thread was
passed through the pages to keep them in order and elaborately painted wooden covers fixed at the ends. State
translation projects were established. Monks and priests recite from the texts during rituals, and they also
recite the texts as a form of meditation and training.


