
ANCIENT RIVER VALLEY CIVILIZATION EGYPT

A river valley civilization or river culture is an agricultural nation or civilization situated beside The first great civilizations,
such as those in Mesopotamia and Egypt, all grew . The Ancient River Civilizations: Western Man & the Modern World.

For centuries, the Nile River flooded the valley , enriching the land with a thick layer of alluvial soil. Up until
the nineteenth century, travel by land was virtually unknown. Some degree of flood control has been practised
since early times. Mesopotamian cities became self-run civil governments. Donkeys and horses came from
Asia around B. River banks were raised and canals dug to funnel the water over the land. A major impetus for
the tribes to unite into a single kingdom by around BCE was the desire to find a solution to the frequent deadly
floods. The Egyptians would rotate legumes with cereal which would stop salt buildup from the fresh water
and enhance the fertility of their fields. The shape of the Nile River Valley resembles a lotus flower, the
ancient Egyptian symbol for the regeneration of life. Without its water and rich soil, the Egyptian civilization
would not have emerged. A variety of domesticated animals were raised, including cattle, oxen, sheep, goats,
pigs, ducks and geese. The long, narrow river valley is the stem, the delta that spreads out in the shape of a
triangle is the flower, and Fayyum Region is a bud. The land has not experienced flooding since the
construction of the Aswan Dam , however. Flooding occurred from July to September as the result of the
tropical rains in the Ethiopian tableland. The flooding of the Nile rendered the narrow strip of land on either
side of the river extremely fertile. One of the cities within this civilization, Ur , was the first literate society in
history. As the flood waters receded, sowing and ploughing began, using primitive wooden ploughs. The
increase in successful farming in this civilization allowed population growth throughout the cities and states
within Mesopotamia. The Nile River Valley is truly a gift to Egypt. The principal crops cultivated during the
Pharaonic era were barley, emmer a coarse wheat , lentils, beans, cucumbers, leeks, onions, dates, figs and
grapes. The civilization was created after regular trading started relationships between multiple cities and
states around the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers. However, historians believe that the lack of knowledge about
the ruling class and the military is mainly due to the inability to read Harappan writing. Historians have found
no evidence of violence or a ruling class; there are no distinctive burial sites and there is not a lot of evidence
to suggest a formal military. The majestic Nile River flows north from the headwaters in Burundi to the
Mediterranean Sea, a distance of 6, kilometres.


