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There is something awkward about the way Boyne manages to disguise, and then to disclose, the historical
context". It is completely told through the eyes of a young boy and I think the author has done this brilliantly.
However, Bruno is determined that even in chaos, he will never let go of Shmuel's hand. Eventually, Bruno
finds himself so lonely that he can't resist the urge to go and befriend some of the boys on the other side of the
fence. Two other incidental notes: first, normally you can't say anything negative about a Holocaust-themed
book without being an asshole, because the books are so tied in with the Holocaust itself. It is the story of an
event seared into the fabric of history. A heart breaking book that will always have me in tears but always
makes me remember that the events of this book had happened. Close X Learn about new offers and get more
deals by joining our newsletter Sign up now. Join the site and send us your review! Sometimes the music
appeared in the middle of a chapter. It's unknown if Shmuel answers him because as soon as the door is
closed, the lights go out and all is chaos. Until he meets Shmuel, a boy who lives a strange parallel existence
on the other side of the adjoining wire fence and who, like the other people there, wears a uniform of striped
pyjamas. Other chapters had no music at all. While written with teens in mind, this is certainly a book worthy
of adult readers. Blech acknowledges the objection that a " fable " need not be factually accurate; he counters
that the book trivializes the conditions in and around the death camps and perpetuates the "myth that those [
You slowly start to latch onto what the book is about the same time he does, you feel the exact same things
Bruno feels. Shmuel brings a set of prison clothes which look to Bruno like striped pyjamas , and Bruno
leaves his own clothes outside the fence. Along that fence he'll meet the boy of the book's title. The book has
an atmosphere throughout the book that constantly has you on edge. Do I start with the 9-year-old boy and his
year-old sister, who read about 6 and 8, respectively? Schmuel tells Bruno that everyone on his side of the
fence is a Jew and that the soldiers hate them, but Bruno cannot understand this and is sure his father wouldn't
hate anyone. Ultimately, it is up to the individual reader to judge whether Boyne's unique approach to the
Holocaust adds to the understanding of this troubling time in human history. Or that Bruno's friend Shmuel, a
frail 9-year-old boy, would survive over a year in a Nazi camp. I'm not trivializing the message; I'm objecting
to his trivializing of the Holocaust. Nearly every day, unless it's raining, Bruno goes to see Shmuel and sneaks
him food. And that he believes that "Heil Hitler! There isn't too much I can say on this book without spoiling
it. Bruno and Shmuel talk and become very good friends, although Bruno still does not understand very much
about Shmuel and his side of the fence. The narrator did the best he could with the material and there was
some differentiation between the characters' voices, but the music that was added Bruno is initially upset about
moving to Out-With in actuality, Auschwitz [4] and leaving his friends, Daniel, Karl and Martin. In fact, there
were male though apparently not female children at Auschwitz. His mother spends months afterwards
searching for him, even returning to their old home, before at last moving to Berlin with Gretel, who isolates
herself in her room. Save yourself! Now, at the age of fifteen and knowing a lot more about it, it was a read
that still very much intrigued me and haunts me. Scott concludes that "[T]o mold the Holocaust into an
allegory, as Boyne does here with perfectly benign intent, is to step away from its reality". I can't find
anything funny about what makes this book so bad; it's just plain offensive and shallow. From the curiosity he
has about the world around him, to the way he tries to cope with his family and other people around him.
Some of the boys were employed by the Nazis as camp messengers, while others were simply kept around as
mascots and curiosities. It is a fable told through the voice of a child, but it is not for children, and this is not
just any child. As he walks along the fence, he meets a Jewish boy named Shmuel, who he learns shares his
birthday. The Boy in the Striped Pajamas. One day, Bruno decides to explore the strange wire fence.


